Driven by
Compassion

Members of Bighorn Golf Club create a nonprofit organization
to aid local cancer patients

BY LYNN LIEU
EVEN YEARS AGO, SELBY DUNHAM WAS It’s not her story of survival that she wants to share these
DIAGNOSED with stage I1I breast cancer, days. Rather, it’s the stories of all the people she met throughout
“I went through my treatments. I had her journey.
chemotherapy for almost five months, “Right after I was finishing my treatments, I was asked to
a mastectomy; and radiation,” she says. help out with a golf tournament at Bighorn [Golf Club]. At that
But the ordeal opened her eyes. time, they were donating the proceeds to the Susan G. Koman
“T've said this and I say it over and foundation,” she says. “We changed the name to Bighorn Behind a
over again because I can, because I'm Miracle, or BAM; and that was when I said, ‘All the money that we
sitting here talking to you: It’s really been raise is going to stay here in the valley.”
a blessing to have cancer, because I'm Dunham and a group of volunteers have raised $2.56 million
healthy and I'm here today,” Dunham says.  in five years under the nonprofit Bighorn BAM to aid cancer
“It’s given me such an awareness of the important things. Very patients. Fundraising dollars benefit The Pendleton Foundation
few things bother me very much anymore, because there’s hardly  and Eisenhower Medical Center. continued on page 96

anything bigger.”

“I ve said this and I say it over and over again
because I can, because I'm sitting here talking to you:
It’s really been a blessing to have cancer, because
I'm healthy and I'm here today.

— Selby Dunham
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Driven by Compassion

continued from page 80
C ‘ HAT WE DO — AND

I think it is one of

the reasons we're so

successful — is that we
have a wish list for a need given to us from
Eisenhower, from the Lucy Curci Cancer
Center. And the list is getting larger and
larger as we continue to be a solid, viable
charity in the valley,” Dunham says. “We
share what they need with our members,
with our guests, with our friends. So when
people donate, they know where it's going.
It stays right here in the valley. They can
go down to the center, and they can touch
the equipment that we have purchased.”

Bighorn BAM goes further to provide
services that most patients, such as
transportation. Dunham recalls an
experience she had when she was going
through radiation treatment.
“You get to know other [patients]

because you're all there at the same time,”
she says. “So this gal, we were talking —

she also had breast cancer — and she was
talking about her burns. After a number
of treatments, your skin starts to get red

6 6 So when people
donate, they know

where it’s going. It stays
right here in the valley.
They can go down to

the center, and they can
touch the equipment that
we hawve purchased. ’ ,

— Selby Dunham
and it starts to burn. She asked what [ I

did] for it. I said, ‘Tmmediately right after
I put aloe vera gel on it And she wanted

to know if it was expensive. I could tell
her financial situation wasn’t very solid.
So I went to Trader Joe’s and got the big
bottle and brought it the next day to give
it to her as a gift. But she wasn't there.
So I [asked] the technician, ‘Denny, why
isn’t she here?” And he said, ‘She missed
her bus.’ I mean she takes the bus? I
mean that’s just not right. That’s not
right.”

Bighorn BAM has provided more than
3,000 round-trip rides for radiation and
chemotherapy patients to the Lucy Curci
Cancer Center and the radiation oncology
center at Eisenhower Medical Center. “It’s
also for patients and companions and it’s
door to door,” Dunham says.

Throughout the year, the group puts
on three major events: the BAM golf
tournament, the BAM Launch Party, and
A Miracle on El Paseo, which in its fourth
year will be held on Nov. 17 at The Shops
on El Pasco. ¥
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galkos.com

License# 492715

WHEN YOU MENTION

THIS AD!

( | GALKOS
CONSTRUCTION

+ Walk-in door with low 4" step up

* Dual Hydro therapy massage and bubble jets
e In-line water heater and Ozone water sanitizer
= Anti slip safety floor and safety grab bars

= Aromatherapy and Chromatherapy

e Low price guarantee
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PASEO

& NOVEMBER 17™ 5-8PM

The season's first snowfall
HOLIDAY tastes & spirits from the valley's top restaurants & wineries
The grand illumination of the 60-foot El Paseo CHRISTMAS TREE by DOROTHY HAMILL
Professional ICE SKATERS take to the ice to the sounds of Citrus College’s 22-piece dance band NIGHTSHIFT
The official arrival of SANTA CLAUS

Participating retailers at The Shops on El Paseo will donate a percentage of sales to benefit

BIGHORN
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BIGHORN BAM is dedicated to providing critical funding needed to help in the diagnosis,
treatment, research and education for those affected by breast cancer.

CO-SPONSORS Churchill Management Group Eisenhower Medical Center KMIR6 KPSE MY13 Palm Springs Life
$100 PER PERSON. PURCHASE TICKETS AT WWW.BIGHORNBAM.COM OR CALL 760-610-8218

E THE SHOPS
ON EL PASEO

ST. JOHN BURBERRY JAMESPERSE GUCCI BOTTEGAVENETA OPTICAL SHOP OF ASPEN DAILY GRILL
LEGGIADRO COSBAR RALPHLAUREN STUARTWEITZMAN CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN ESCADA SOMA INTIMATES
CHICO'S THEODORE RANGONI FIRENZE SHOES WOLFGANG PUCK PIZZA BAR (OPENING 2013)

At the corner of El Paseo and Hwy 74 in Palm Desert, CA 760.341.4058 TheSheopsOnElPaseo.com



