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A LOUNGE with cocktail tables overlooks the Vault, the extra-exclusive private garage at the Bighorn Golf Club in Palm Desert.

PRICEY PARKING

People pay $116,500 for a spot in this Palm

BY CHARLES FLEMING

. Palm Springs real estate is ex-
" pensive. But if you want to pay top

dollar for parking, look to nearby

Palm Desert. :

- .~ Members of the Bighorn Golf
Club, a private facility inside a golf-
ing communityin that desert town,

' paid aninitiation fee of $110,000 and

_$6,500 in annual dues for the privi-
lege of parking their exotic cars in

‘the Veault, Bighorn's extra-execlu-
sive private garage.

Bikers get a break. They paid

o only $55,000 for their spots.

i .- The 50 car spaces at the 24,000-

i~ §quare-foot facility were sold be-

"2 fore the Vauit began construction

+7in 2014, and the eight motorcycle

' glots also were gone before the mu-

- . seum-like space opened in Novem-

.. ber. Now there’s a waiting list.

Access to the pricey parking ga-

i“rage, with entrances and exits

. through bank vaulf doors, is lim-

. ited to Bighorn Golf Club mem-

+, bers, That's a pretty steep buy-in

+ 2 100,

An individual club member-
ship, without golf privileges, costs
$100,000. Throw in golf and that
climbs to $250,000.

Many of the club members also
are residents. Home sites go for

THE CAR COLLECTION in the Vault is a bright rainbow —
skewed toward red — of classic, antique and exotic automobiles.

around $2 million. Existing three-
bedroom villas start at around $17
million. The top home currently on
the market is offered at $21.1 mil-
lion. Anotheris said to be valued at
$43 million.

The car collection in the Vault is
a bright rainbow — skewed toward
red — of classic, antigue and exotic
automobiles.

In one lane is a Chip Foose-de-

signed 1932 custorm Ford roadster.
Nearby are a 1970 Dodge Challeng-
er convertible two-seater and a
1960 Chevrolet Corvette convert-
ible. Those three cars are owned by

. afather, son and daughter team of

Vault members.

There’s a custom pin-striped
1958 Chevrolet Impala, a dirt track
sprint car, a chopped 1949 Mercury,
a 1933 Cadillac Chrome limousine

Desert garage

and even an 1886 Benz carriage —
glong with a healthy dose of
Porsches, Ferraris and other Euro-
pean and British exotics.

Members provide their own
maintenance and upkeep, but
Vault membership does come with
privileges, including access to the
4,000-sguare-foot Redline Lounge
andunlimited runsin avirtualreal-
ity race cockpit where amateurs
can face off with virtual pros on any
race track, in any race car they de-
sire.

Entrance to the Vault is high-
tech. Each car has a chip in it that
signalsthe doorstoopen. Accessto
the lounge is by fingerprint scan-
ner.

Cocktail tables and bar steolsin
the lounge overlook the garage.
Patio seating offers views of the
Bighorn golf course. Vintage, car-
themed pinball machines provide
other entertainment.

Each parking space comes with
its own storage closet and a streteh
of wall for posters or other car art.

Bighom marketing director
Theresa Maggio said about half of
Bighorn members are from South-
ern California, but only about 10%
ofthe 426 Bighorn homeowners are
year-round residents.
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